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3 …with one stroke severed his head from his body. The youngest of the guards, who 

seemed about eighteen, immediately seized the head, and showed it to the people as 
he walked around the scaffold.  At first an awful silence prevailed, at length some 
cries of “Long Live the Republic!” were heard...the voices multiplied and in less 
than ten minutes this cry, a thousand times repeated, became the universal shout 
of the multitude, and every hat was in the air
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...to the right were the benches 
on which the accused were 
placed in several rows...to the 
left was the jury...

...the weighty knife was then 
dropped with a heavy fall; and, 
with incredible rapidity, two 
executioners tossed the body 
into the basket, while another 
threw the head after it...

...the next unfortunate soul was 
placed in position...
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