
LATIN AMERICA: 1500-present 
 
The _______________ were an advanced Native American tribe located on the 
______________ Peninsula.  The _____________ were an advanced Native American 
tribe located in the ________ Mountains in __________ America in present day Peru 
and _______.  The _____________ were an advanced Native American tribe located in 
Central __________.  
 
Exploration: 1492: ____________________ sailed west in search of a western route to 
__________, but instead ran into the ___________________ islands. The island of 
___________ became a Spanish colony.  Spanish _________________ showed up to 
conquer land for Spain. ________ conquered the Aztec, claiming __________ for Spain. 
__________ conquered the Incas, thus claiming most of ________ ___________ for 
Spain. Brazil became the only Latin American colony of ____________. The religion of 
Spain, ______________________, was spread to Latin America by missionaries, the 
_________. Most people in Latin America now speak ______________.   
 
The effects of exploration were:  Rigid ________ __________ and Rule by 
____________, _______________ brought to Americas as ______________, 
____________ imitate culture of _____________ country, Epeans _____________ to the 
Americas, and _______________ killed Native Americans. 
 
The _____________ Exchange developed as a result of exploration as well.  This was the 
exchange of goods between the _________ and _________ worlds.  It led to ________ 
_________ grown in the Americas, _______-based slavery, and the __________ 
__________ for growing _________ crops.  Some ________ crops were _________, 
___________, _____________, and ______________. 
 
1800’s: Influenced by the ___________ and _____________ Revolutions and tired of 
parent country dominance, __________________ led many South American to 
independence. By 1840, most former _________________colonies were free. 
___________________ led a slave rebellion in Haiti, thus freeing itself from __________.  
 
1900’s: Governments still often controlled by military______________.   
1959: _________ becomes a communist country led by _________________.  
1962: _____________ tries to put __________ missiles in ________, thus causing the 
___________________ (nearly WWIII).  
 
Today: most Latin American countries are still_____________ countries and very poor.  

 
 
 



LATIN AMERICA: Questions you MUST know! 
1. Where was the Maya Empire located?   
2. Where was the Inca Empire located?   
3. Where was the Aztec Empire located?   
4. Why did Columbus set sail?   
5. Hispaniola  was a colony of which country?   
6. Who conquered the Aztec?  
7. Mexico was a colony of which country?   
8. Who conquered the Inca?   
9. Brazil was a colony of which country?   
10. Most South America colonies belonged 
to...?  

 

11. What missionaries were sent to Latin 
America?  

 

12. What religion dominates Latin 
America?  

 

13. What language dominates Latin 
America? What does this indicate about 
Latin America’s history? 

 

14. What were the effects of European 
Exploration on the Americas?  
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15. What were the effects of the Columbian 
Exchange?  
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16. Describe the typical government and 
societal structure in Latin America: 

 

17. Who led most of South America to 
independence?  

 

18. Haiti was a colony of :  
19. Who led Haiti’s war of independence?   
21. Describe L. Amer. gov’t today.  
22. Who led the Cuban Revolution? Date?  
23. What caused the Cuban Missile Crisis?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


