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Rise of 

English

Democracy

Magna Carta:
1216--limits 

King’s power

King cannot 
tax without 
consent of 

nobles

Creates “Rule 
of Law”: No 

one is above 
the law, not 

even king

Parliament
c. 1280--advise 

king

Prime Minister
head of Parliament 
King’s top advisor

Controls taxes--
King cannot act 

alone

Common law: 
laws apply to all 

people

Right to Jury 
Trial --based on 

common law

Other rights--
property, speech, 

press

Democracy: gov’t power based 
on “consent of the governed”

Reflection:

What will happen if a 
king comes along that 

ignores Parliament and 
tries to have absolute 

power?


